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9:00am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

11:30am Deeper 

4:00pm 7th Ave Worship Meal 

4:00pm First and Third Sundays 

Worship at Carolina Reserve  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Michelle McClendon 
Associate Pastor 

 
Robert & Annette Hudson 

Music Directors 
 

Rev. Gail Coulter 
Pastor Emerita 

 

 

 

1201 Oakland St, Hendersonville NC 28792 / 828.697.2878 / info@providencecongregation.org 

 
 

 March 2017 

Image credit: “Lenten Rose Hellbore” by Paul de Longpre 



The Proclaimer 2 

 

From the desk of Michelle McClendon. . . 

Lent… the season of Emergence 

As I enter major church seasons, I have begun the practice of choosing a personal 
theme on which to focus my prayer and contemplation. The “word” usually reveals 
itself to me as I listen to my life and to the world around me. This year’s word? 
EMERGE! I’m asking myself what is emerging for me in my attempt to follow Jesus 
and what attitudes, values, beliefs, and behaviors impede and/or foster that 
emergence. Here’s why I chose EMERGE as my word for Lent. 

Several years back, a friend appeared in my office on my birthday—February 16—
singing “Happy Birthday” and carrying a beautiful crystal goblet in which rested 
these graceful greenish-white blooms amid lavish green leaves. She set the flower-
laden goblet on my desk, saying “These are Lenten Roses. I didn’t know there were 
any planted in my yard until I looked out my kitchen window this morning and saw 
them blooming.” (Having lived in this house less than a year, each season became 
an adventure in what latent plant life was going to emerge next!) She swore the 
Lenten Roses had appeared overnight; that they hadn’t been there the night 
before; and that they must have known it was my birthday! Each year since that 
time, she has either brought me a vaseful of Helleborus Orientalis or sent me a 
picture of them emerging in her yard—a Lenten harbinger, reminding me that it’s 
time to let thaw whatever has gotten frozen in my soul, so that new growth can 
emerge. 

Lenten Roses bloom at Providence too.  I first saw them outside the back entrance 
recently as Ardie Gallant and I walked to our cars together. Excited to see them, I 
mentioned that they bloomed for me every year on my birthday. (After all, isn’t it all 
about me?) Ardie responded with her own story about Lenten roses. In her words, 
“Several years ago I was privileged to design the cover and layout for a book 
(Undeniable, An Epic Journey Through Pain) written by my nephew, Bryan Gallant. 
In his words, ‘Imagine being only twenty-six years old, married five years, and then 
in one day, losing both your children in a fatal car accident! How would you go 
forward? Undeniable is the story of one couple who has not only survived, but 
thrived in the face of every parent’s worst nightmare.’ My job was to translate this 
depth of emotion into a graphic that not only represents feeling, but draws one 
into the experience. The strength of this story brought to mind the flowers that 
respond to the sun even while buried below the snow. Research showed that the 
Lenten Rose (Helleborus) thrives in shade and blooms when other plants are not 
even awake yet. They bud, slowly open, and finally bloom with faces seeking the 
sun. So the graphics of the book make the journey of resurrection along with the 
story.” 
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Last week, I received my yearly picture of the blooms in my friend’s backyard. That 
same week, Glenda told us the story of her battle with the ground hog in her yard 
over the Lenten Roses planted there. She had determined that this year, that unruly 
ground hog wouldn’t get them, so she covered them with a flower pot before they 
emerged. She forgot about them until seeing the ones at church. She rushed 
home, uncovered her plants, thinking they were probably dead. But NO! As they 
felt the warm sunlight, they emerged—opening into the loveliest of greenish, 
whitish, purplish flowers. This is the picture she took of them. Too bad she didn’t get 
a picture of the pouting ground hog! 

These chance encounters around these tenacious flowers—that emerge out of the 
hard winter ground, seemingly overnight; that open and change colors in the sun, 
allowing their simple beauty to show; that herald an end to winter’s hibernation 
and welcome the new life of spring—these encounters got me thinking about the 
journey we take during Lent. Lent is the hinge between winter and spring, the time 
of the Christian year in which our souls are encouraged to emerge, to push up from 
the hard untended soil in which our lives are so often planted, and allow the 
warmth of spring sun to reveal our true inner selves, our true colors. Lent is the 
season to open our fragile souls to God’s Spirit light, and allow them to grow and 
stretch to become more of the person we are created and called to become.  

As we enter this season, full of promise, we are called as individuals and as a 
congregation to emerge from winter hibernation. We must let go whatever apathy 
and frost we have allowed to set in. That’s what fasting is about—giving up things 
that pull us into ourselves and stunt our “soul-growth.” We must take up those 
healthy habits that help us refocus from self-absorption into God-absorption, that 
teach us how to turn ourselves toward the light of God’s love and grace revealed 
in Jesus’s life (the full scope of his life—living, dying, rising), so that our souls emerge 
and evolve more fully into his likeness. This lonesome valley of 
Lent is not an easy one to walk through. That’s why engaging 
this season is community work, as well as individual work. We 
refocus and emerge in connection with each other. We walk 
hand in hand. We emerge into new life, as our souls are 
warmed by God’s love and belonging, embodied in the 
connection with community.  

There are ways to engage community in these 40 days: Join 
one of our Lenten groups. Plan to be at the various services 
we will share together: Ash Wednesday, Worship during Lent, 
Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter. Plan to 
come at 9am on March 5, 12, 26, and April 2 to discuss our 
Providence values in light of the sermons we have heard 
during Epiphany. What might be waiting to emerge within our 
congregation as we walk the Lenten road together? 
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In your own private meditation, try musing on this list of “19 Things to Give Up for 
Lent that Aren’t Chocolate” by Rev. Phil Ressler, and think about taking up the 
antithesis of some, or all, of them. Here’s the link: 
http://www.dailyworld.com/story/opinion/2017/02/16/19-things-give-up-lent-arent-
chocolate/98005614/  

Or use this simple list from Pope Francis as a guide:  “If you want to fast this Lent:  

 Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 

 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 

 Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 

 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 

 Fast from worries and trust in God. 

 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 

 Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 

 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 

 Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others. 

 Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 

 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

Jan Richardson reminds us: “If you would enter the wilderness, do not begin without 
a blessing. Do not set off without hearing who you are: Beloved, named by the one 
who has traveled this path before you. Do not go without letting this name echo in 
your ears, and if you find it is hard to let it into your heart, do not despair. This is what 
the journey is for. I cannot promise this blessing will free you from danger, fear, 
hunger, or thirst, from the scorching of sun or the fall of the night. But I can tell you 
that on this path there will be help. I can tell you that on this way there will be rest. I 
can tell you that you will know the strange graces that come to our aid only on a 
road such as this, that fly to meet us bearing comfort and strength, that come 
alongside us for no other cause than to lean themselves toward our ear and with 
their curious insistence whisper our name: Beloved.”  

When we hear our name whispered by God’s spirit in whatever way that Spirit 
comes to us, our true souls are invited to emerge, like the strange grace of Lenten 
roses, from winter wilderness into warming spring light, to bloom again, and we are 
strengthened for the journey of cross-bearing to which the Jesus way calls us. 
Traveling mercies! 

 

http://www.dailyworld.com/story/opinion/2017/02/16/19-things-give-up-lent-arent-chocolate/98005614/
http://www.dailyworld.com/story/opinion/2017/02/16/19-things-give-up-lent-arent-chocolate/98005614/
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Reflect and Respond: Assessing Our Values in Light of What 

We Heard 

 

At the end of worship each week, we 

offer a time for “reflection and 

response.” During Epiphany, we were 

offered much food for thought as our 

guest proclaimers interpreted our 

Providence values from the edges of our 

congregation, looking in on us with a 

more objective eye. The time allotted in the service was not enough to assess 

the impact produced from their prophetic and pastoral words from the edges.  

During the Sunday School time (9-10am) on March 5, 12, 26 and April 2, you are 

invited to come to the Fellowship Hall in order to help us reflect and respond 

more fully as we assess our Providence values in light of what we have heard in 

recent weeks. Kelly Hart will lead these discussions. Over the weeks we will focus 

on questions such as: 

 How do we live out our specific values?  

 How have outsiders interpreted these values?   

 Is this consistent with our understanding of the values we claim? 

 What Biblical examples are there of the values?  

 It has been said that you can discover what you value by evaluating 

where you spend your time and money.  If that is the case, what are our 

church’s values?  

 What shared values do we have that are not reflected in our current 

values that embody our congregation's mission, functioning, spending, 

and allocation of people resources? 

Congregational participation is vital to this process. Please plan to join us for 

these 4 discussions. Each week you will be sent an email that includes thought 

questions for the next discussion. The hope is that you will do some reflecting 

prior to the discussion time. At the end of these four weeks, we will determine 

where we are in this process and decide next steps. 

 

 

 

 

 

In a world so torn apart by rivalry, anger, and hatred, we have 

the privileged vocation to be living signs of a love that can 

bridge all divisions and heal all wounds.” ― Henri J.M. Nouwen 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4837.Henri_J_M_Nouwen
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Staying Connected and Sharing Providence: Providence E-

news and Website 

Church communications are vitally important to keep us connected as a 

congregation and church family, and Providence E-News is one way to stay 

connected. Each E-news contains multiple links for your convenience. For 

example, you can click the Free For All verses in the E-News to read them on 

Bible Gateway. In addition to other helpful links, each E-News includes links to 

our website. The more times our website is visited, the more visible it becomes in 

internet search engines. Making Providence more accessible for those 

searching for a church in our area is as easy as clicking your mouse or 

touchpad.  

If you do not receive the Providence E-News in your Inbox every week, please 

check with the church office to make sure we have your correct email address 

on file. If you use Gmail, tag communications from Providence as “Important” 

to keep them out of your promotions folder. If you have any questions, contact 

Davina. Stay connected with your church family and help us promote 

Providence at the same time.  

Lent and Holy Week Schedule 
The following is the preaching schedule and list of services for our observance of Lent 

and Holy Week. 

March 

  5 ~ Lent 1 ~ Michelle McClendon  

12 ~ Lent 2 ~ Michelle McClendon ~ Conversational Sermon 

19 ~ Lent 3 ~ Gail Coulter  

26 ~ Lent 4 ~ Ardie Gallant  

APRIL 

 2 ~ Lent 5 ~ Paula Dempsey ~ Communion 

 9 ~ Palm Sunday ~ Michelle McClendon ~ Conversational Sermon  

13 ~ Maundy Thursday/Foot washing ~ 6pm 

14 ~ Good Friday Tenebrae ~ 7pm 

16 ~ Easter ~ Michelle McClendon  

23 ~ Emma Zyriek ~ Furman Student  

30 ~ Phillip Allen  

http://conta.cc/2mEsfIv
http://conta.cc/2mEsfIv
http://www.providencecongregation.org/
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Fellowship & Small Groups. . . 

Remember to register for Lenten Study Groups!  
To register for Lenten groups, email info@providencecongregation.org, use the sign-

up sheets on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall, or register online. Sign up for 

as many groups as you want to attend. Please indicate when you register if you 

would like the church to order a book for you.  

 SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS @ 9:00am! ~ Values Assessment Series ~ March 5, 

12, 26 & April 2 ~ Fellowship Hall  

 DEEPER ~ Sundays following worship. Refreshments and conversation in 

Fellowship Hall. 

 WORSHIP MEAL AT JOSEPH’S CENTER ~ Sundays at 4pm ~ Contact Phillip 

Allen  

 PROVIDENCE WORSHIP AT CAROLINA RESERVE ~ First and Third Sundays at 

4pm ~ Contact Herb Sierk 

 FREE FOR ALL ~ Tuesdays @ 8:30am at Mike’s On Main ~ All are welcome as 

we discuss the upcoming Sunday’s scripture. 

 MID-DAY PRAYER ~ Tuesdays @ 12:00pm at Providence House ~Join us once 

a week for a time of prayer, song, and reflection. All faiths welcome to rest 

and reconnect! 

 CHOIR REHEARSAL ~ Second and Fourth Tuesdays at 7pm in the sanctuary. 

The Ensemble welcomes new members.  

 TUESDAYS ~ March 7 – April 11 ~ 10am ~ Lenten Study Group ~ “Psalms: The 

Prayer Book of the Bible” by Dietrich Bonhoeffer ~ Providence House  

 WEDNESDAYS ~ March 8 -April 12 ~ 6pm ~ Lenten Study Group ~ “An Altar in 

the World” by Barbara Brown Taylor ~ Gallant Residence 

 THURSDAYS ~ March 2 – April 6 ~ 6:30pm ~ Lenten Study Group ~”The Christ-

haunted Landscape” by Susan Ketchin ~ Beasley Residence 

 WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON ~ March 18th ~ 12pm ~Rapp residence, 

370 Orchard Circle. RSVP to Joyce Faye at or 595-4347 or text 828-290-4607. 

Attendees are requested to bring vegetable, salad, or dessert.  When you 

respond please let me know what you plan to bring.  

 MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST ~ Meets the 2nd Friday of every month @ 

8:30am at Blackberry Mountain Café ~ All ages are welcome to join in 

fellowship and conversation. 

mailto:info@providencecongregation.org
http://conta.cc/2kL6txX
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IAM  MARCH  REQUESTS 
 

Pantry Focus: Baby food, boxed Mac 
& Cheese, Saltines, Peanut Butter 
 

Clothing Focus: Men’s and Boy’s 
athletic shoes & boots, new socks & 

new underwear 
 

Drop items in the bin near the main 
entrance of the church.  

Our Values 

Going to the Other 

Growth ~ Hospitality 

Inclusiveness 

Simplicity ~ Worship 
 

Providence Baptist Church 
PO Box 6476, Hendersonville, NC 28793 

providencecongregatio.org / 828-697-2878 
CCLI License Number: 2024088 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

1   Eleanor Beasley 

     Parker Beasley 

    2   Altha Satterwhite 

6   Ira Rubin 

8   Larry Howe 

    10   Brian Price 

  18   Erin Price 

            21  Theo Mackey 

            27  Bill Bysinger 

     Sandy Bysinger 

            31  Layne Smith 

 

 
 

 

Sunday Concert 
at Providence 

 

Featuring 
“One Road Over” 

 

March 26 
3:00 PM 

Admission is Free  
 

The modern melodica, 
invented in the 1950s by the 

music company Hohner is 
not normally associated with 

classical music, but “One 
Road Over” is attempting to 

change that.  
 
 

 

http://www.providencecongregation.org/

